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Amendments to the Claims 

1. (currently amended) A method of for effectuating an investment comprising: 
receiving , by a processor, a request to complete an on-demand investment 
transaction in response to an action by a purchaser at a point-of-sale location; 

leUi e ving identifying, bv the processor, investment-preference information 



associated with the purchaser in response to receiving the request for the purchaser; and 

completing the on-demand inv e stm e nt using the inv e stment- pre f ere nce info r mation ; 

wherein the investment-preference information includes a predetermined dollar 
investment amount for the on-demand investment; and 



amount to be transferred to an investment account . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) The method of investment as claimed in claim 1 A further 
comprising the step of tempo* arily a ccumulating the e m=demandHnvestmerrt ro^ucst funds until a 
predetermined completion time. 

5. (currently amended) The method of investment as claim e d in claim I A further 
comprising th e st e ps of : 




causing, bv the processor, funds relating to the predetermined dollar investment 
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comparing an investment total to a predetermined investment limit; and 
canceling the on-d e mand inves t ment reques t transfer of the funds if completion of 

t he o n-demand investme nt the transfer of funds will cause the investment total to exceed the a 

predetermined investment limit 

6. (currently amended) The method of investm en t as clai m ed in claim 1 A further 

comprising the steps of : 

comparing a primary-investment total to a primary-investment limit; and 
determining a roll-over amount for the on-demand investm e nt reques t based on 
the primary investment total and the primary investment limit: and 
causing funds equal to the roll-over amount to be transferred to a second 

investment account . 

7. (currently amended) The method of investment as claimed in claim 6* wherein said 
s te p of r o mplc f ing the omdemand inves t men t transferring the funds comprises th e step of adding 
the roll-over amount to a secondary-investment total. 

8. (currently amended) The method of investment as claimed in claim 1 A wherein the 
investment-preference information comprises an investment total and a predetermined 
investment limit. 
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9. (currently amended) A method of for effectuating an investment comprising the steps 

of: 

associating a purchasi n g aee o unt with an inv e s t ment Account; 

prompting a user A of the purchasing account during a point-of-sale transaction, to 
p e rform request that an on-demand investment transaction be performed daring a point-of-sale 
pmdrasc transac t ion ; 

receiving, bv a processor, a request from the user; and 

com p leting the on-demand inves t me nt tr ansac t i o n bv c o ntributing causing, by the 
processor, funds to be transferred to the an investment accoun t wherein the funds equal a 
predetermined dollar investment amount determined independently of a purchase amount 
determined during the point-of-sale transaction, upon receipt of a the request from the user. 

10. (currently amended) The method as claim e d in of claim 9 A wherein said step o f 
completing the on-demand investm e nt 1 tra n sacti o n - is accomplished by using the pu r chasing 
account to con t ribute to the investment acc o un t the funds are transferred to the investment 
account from a purchasing account of the user . 

11. (currently amended) The method as claimed in of claim 9 A wherein s aid step of 
com p l et ing the on-demand investment transaction is acc om plish e d by using a sourctrothcr than 
the purchasing account to contribut e to the iuvebUneiit acc oc m t the funds are transferred to the 
investment account from a source other than a purchasing account of the user . 
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12, (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving, from the purchaser at during the point-of-sale locati on transaction, a 
request to modify the predetermined dollar investment amount. 



13. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving a request to process a point-of-sale transaction, the request including 

information relating to a transaction amount; and 

adding the predetermined dollar investment amount to the transaction amount, 

during processing of the point-of-sale transaction. 



14. (withdrawn) A method of investing, comprising: 

receiving a request from a user to make an investment in a first investment 
account, wherein the first investment account is designated by the user as a primary investment 
account; 

determining whether making the investment in the first investment account 
violates at least one predetermined rule relating to the first investment account; and 

automatically contributing at least a portion of the investment into a second 
investment account designated by the user as a secondary investment account, if making the 
investment in the first investment account violates said at least one predetermined rule. 

15. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
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accessing information received from a user for designating the first investment 
account as primary and the second investment account as secondary. 

16. (withdrawn) The method of claim 15 wherein the first investment account is managed 
by a first investment provider and the second investment account is managed by a second 
investment provider, 

17. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined rule is a maximum 
account value. 

18. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined rale is a maximum 
contribution amount. 

19. (withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the predetennined rule is violated if 
making the investment in the first investment account fails. 

20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

contributing at least a portion of the investment into the first investment account, 
if making the investment in the first investment account does not violate said at least one 
predetennined rule. 
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21. (withdrawn - currently amended) A method of investing, comprising: 

receiving a request to make an investment, wherein the request is received from a 
purchaser at a point-of-sale location; 

identifying investment-preference information associated with the request, 
wherein the investment-preference information r elating to includes a first investment choice and 
a second investment choice, wherein the first investment choice and the second investment 
choice are being designated by the user, and a predetermined dollar investment amount for the 
on-demand investment, the predetermined dollar investment amount being determined 
independently of a purchase amount determined at the point-of-sale location : 

attempting to fulfill the request by attempting to contribute the predetermingd 
dollar investment amount investment c o n t ribu t ion amount to the first investment choice; and 

automatically contributing at least a portion of the predetermined dollar 
investment amount i nvestment contr i bu t ion amount to the second investment choice, if the 
attempting to contribute the predetermined dollar investment amount investmen t- contributi o n 
am o un t to the first investment choice fails. 

22. (withdrawn - currently amended) The method of claim 21, wherein said attempting to 
contribute the predetermined dollar investment amount inv e s t m e nt contributi o n amount to the 
first investment choice fails when contributing the predetermined dollar investment amount 
inv e stment contribu t i o n to the first investment choice causes a maximum contribution total 
amount associated with the first investment choice to be exceeded. 
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23. (withdrawn) The method of claim 21, wherein the identified investment-preference 
information is received from a card used by the purchaser to effectuate purchases. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the card is at least one of: a credit 
card, a debit card, smart card and $tored value card. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the card includes a microprocessor 
which stores the investment-preference information. 

26. (withdrawn - currently amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the card includes 
a microprocessor which stores information relating to funds available in at least one of the first 
investment choice a cc ount or the second investment choice account . 

27. (withdrawn) The method of claim 21 9 wherein the investment preference information 
further includes at least one of the following: investment account identification information, 
investment account balances, investment account contribution limits, purchaser investment 
choices, and fixed transaction amounts, 

28. (withdrawn) A method of investing, comprising: 

receiving a request to make an investment, wherein the request is generated by a 
purchaser at a point-of-sale location, and wherein the request includes investment amount 
information relating to an investment contribution amount; 
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identifying investment-preference information associated with the request, the 
investment-preference information relating to a first investment choice and a second investment 
choice, wherein the first investment choice and the second investment choice are designated by 
the user; 

determining whether a total amount of the first investment choice including the 
investment contribution amount is greater than a predetermined maximum amount; and 

contributing at least a portion of the investment contribution amount to the second 
investment choice, when the total amount of the first investment choice is greater than the 
predetermined amount. 

29. (new) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

identifying investment-preference information associated with the request, 
wherein the investment-preference information includes a first investment choice and a second 
investment choice, the first investment choice and the second investment choice being designated 
by the user; 

attempting to fulfill the request by attempting to contribute the predetermined 
dollar investment amount to the first investment choice; and 

automatically contributing at least a portion of the predetermined dollar 
investment amount to the second investment choice, if the attempting to contribute the 
predetermined dollar investment amount to the first investment choice fails. 
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